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Chapter 1: What’s all the fuss about? 
 

From the very beginning of time, the wicked have been attempting to deceive those to whom God has 
revealed his truth.  Those deceptions have sometimes been blatant, but more often than not they’ve 
been subtle; somewhat-credible sounding ideas that generally fly under the radar of most folks.  In the 
last few decades, one of the most widespread errors I’ve encountered is the error of Generational Curse 
theology. 

There is no single version of the error of Generational Curse theology, but it’s an error that has found 
acceptance with a lot of people.  For introductory purposes, let’s answer two questions: 

1. Who teaches this?  

Well, it’s all over the place: 

Beth Moore teaches a soft Generational Curse theology that’s essentially a predisposition towards 
certain sin; “negative traits or habits in your life that have been in your family line for generations.” 
Moore further describes what she calls “generational strongholds” by saying “these areas of bondage 
are anything you may have learned environmentally, anything to which you may be genetically 
predisposed, or any binding influence passed down through other means.”1 

That’s an interesting way of leaving the door open for demons.  Notice how she says environment, 
genetics or “passed down through other means?”  If you habitually commit a sin and it’s not something 
you learned from someone else, and it’s not something that has a genetic cause, then it’s got to be 
“something else.”  Strangely, that “something else” is never your own sinful desires or willful rebellion 
against God. 

GreatBibleStudy.com is a site that is often quoted on this issue, and they’re nowhere near as subtle as 
Beth Moore. 2  They define a generational curse as “spiritual bondage that is passed down from one 
generation to another” and comment on how people will commit the same sins as their parents, even if 
they’ve never known their parents, “because they inherited their spiritual bondage.”  When it comes to 
diagnosing generational curses, they write: 

“Some common symptoms of generational curses are family illnesses that seem to just walk 
from one person down to the next (cancer is a common physical manifestation of a spiritual 
bondage), continual financial difficulties (they continually hit roadblocks in their finances), 
mental problems, persistent irrational fears and depression. Anything that seems to be a 

 
1 https://www.todayschristianwoman.com/articles/2004/may/beth-moore-breaking-free-generational-curse-
sin.html 
2 http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/generational_curses.php  

https://www.todayschristianwoman.com/articles/2004/may/beth-moore-breaking-free-generational-curse-sin.html
https://www.todayschristianwoman.com/articles/2004/may/beth-moore-breaking-free-generational-curse-sin.html
http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/generational_curses.php
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persistent struggle or problem that was handed down from one generation to another may very 
well be a generational curse.”3 

If only oncologists knew about the “spiritual bondage” roots of cancer, they could avoid all those 
horrible medical treatments. 

Basically, anything that is a repetitive sin is likely a problem because of some sort of 
inherited spiritual condition from your parents that is not due to your sin nature. 

In fact, generational curses likely have the blame ultimately lying with God.  The folks at GreatBibleStudy 
write: “I believe the reason God would punish the future generations with the sins of their fathers, is 
because of God’s bitter hatred for sin.”4  Because God hates sin so much, he forces your kids to 
(unwillingly and unknowingly) commit the same sin that you do in order to try to scare you off the idea 
of sinning. 

This hard version of Generational Curse theology teaches that demons are passed down from parents to 
children.  They write, “It is possible for demons to enter a child before he accepts Jesus, then remain 
dormant or hidden in that child’s life until some time later in his or her life when it manifests (or makes 
itself known).”5  And those demons remain after that person gets saved.  They say, “Sometimes when a 
person heads for the ministry, it seems like the devil kicks up his ugly heels and causes havoc for that 
person.”6 

How do demons remain inside a believer once they’re saved?  Two words: Legal Grounds.  The 
GreatBibleStudy author writes: 

“If you have involved yourself in any sin or opened any doors in your own life while ‘awaking’ or 
triggering the spirits, then it’s important that you clear up any legal grounds (or strongholds) 
that you gave the enemy in your own life relating to the bondage. For example, if you have went 
to see a demonic movie, and it seemed to have triggered spirits of fear in your life that were 
handed down to you, then it’s important to repent for going to see such a movie before trying to 
cast out any spirits. It’s also possible that you picked up the spirits from such a movie without 
them even being there in the first place, and/or added to spirits that were already inside you. 
It’s always a good idea to clear up any legal grounds or strongholds in your own life before 
casting spirits out.”7 

Wow. 

Better stay away from the movies.  You might catch a cold…or a demon. 

Getting rid of those demons doesn’t happen when a person gets saved either.  They write, 

 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
5 Ibid 
6 Ibid 
7 Ibid 
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“Just as other demons don’t automatically leave at the time of salvation… neither do the 
demons that you get from your ancestors automatically leave you either.” 

Let’s say that you accept Jesus at age 15. Because you were born a sinner and outside of God’s 
covenant, you were still living under the curses handed down to you and demons can enter you through 
those curses. Once you’ve accepted Jesus, those curses are broken automatically, but often the demons 
that entered in before you accepted Jesus still need to be cast out. 

This is a common reason for “deliverance” ministries; Christians with demons that never were evicted 
from their host. 

So in a nutshell, soft Generational Curse theology involves inherited habitual sins that 
but hard Generational Curse theology involves discussion of inherited demons/demonic ties. 

There are lots of other people and websites that teach Generational Curse theology: 

The website GotQuestions has an oft-quoted article that promotes a soft version of Generational Curse 
theology.8 

Sid Roth is barking mad on hard Generational Curse theology.  Not only does he claim to be able to get 
rid of generational curses, he also claims to know how to actually remove original sin.9 

Charisma Magazine definitely peddles hard Generational Curse theology (big shock…they absolutely 
love this stuff).10 

Along with Charisma Magazine, there are a large number of Charismatic teachers/leaders that peddle 
hard Generational Curse theology: Morris Cerullo,11 Perry Stone,12 Guillermo Maldonado,13 Bob 
Larson,14 Derek Prince,15 Marilyn Hickey,16 Joyce Meyer,17 Tony Evans,18 Creflo Dollar,19 Paula 

 
8 http://www.gotquestions.org/generational-curses.html  
9 http://sidroth.org/television/tv-archives/dr-francis-myles  
10 http://www.charismamag.com/spirit/spiritual-warfare/16463-9-ways-to-break-generational-curses  
See also:  
 - http://www.charismanews.com/us/48479-destiny-s-child-soloist-you-can-break-generational-curses, or 
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/50369-are-you-speaking-generational-curses-or-blessings, or 
http://www.charismamag.com/life/family-parenting/3098-how-to-break-free-of-generational-sin, or 
http://www.charismamag.com/site-archives/610-spiritled-woman/spiritled-woman/5684-personal-freedom-
freed-from-the-curse.  
11 http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Reversing-Generational-Curses-Cerullo-ebook/dp/B016R59002  
12 http://www.amazon.com/Purging-Your-House-Pruning-Family-ebook/dp/B004RPMQZG/ref=sr_1_8?s=digital-
text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572458&sr=1-8&keywords=generational+curses  
13 http://www.amazon.com/Supernatural-Deliverance-Freedom-Your-Emotions-
ebook/dp/B01AB11BQY/ref=sr_1_19?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-
19&keywords=generational+curses  
14 http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Breaking-Freedom-Bondage-Generational-
ebook/dp/B00C8WS514/ref=sr_1_25?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-
25&keywords=generational+curses  

http://www.gotquestions.org/generational-curses.html
http://sidroth.org/television/tv-archives/dr-francis-myles
http://www.charismamag.com/spirit/spiritual-warfare/16463-9-ways-to-break-generational-curses
http://www.charismanews.com/us/48479-destiny-s-child-soloist-you-can-break-generational-curses
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/50369-are-you-speaking-generational-curses-or-blessings
http://www.charismamag.com/life/family-parenting/3098-how-to-break-free-of-generational-sin
http://www.charismamag.com/site-archives/610-spiritled-woman/spiritled-woman/5684-personal-freedom-freed-from-the-curse
http://www.charismamag.com/site-archives/610-spiritled-woman/spiritled-woman/5684-personal-freedom-freed-from-the-curse
http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Reversing-Generational-Curses-Cerullo-ebook/dp/B016R59002
http://www.amazon.com/Purging-Your-House-Pruning-Family-ebook/dp/B004RPMQZG/ref=sr_1_8?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572458&sr=1-8&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Purging-Your-House-Pruning-Family-ebook/dp/B004RPMQZG/ref=sr_1_8?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572458&sr=1-8&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Supernatural-Deliverance-Freedom-Your-Emotions-ebook/dp/B01AB11BQY/ref=sr_1_19?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-19&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Supernatural-Deliverance-Freedom-Your-Emotions-ebook/dp/B01AB11BQY/ref=sr_1_19?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-19&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Supernatural-Deliverance-Freedom-Your-Emotions-ebook/dp/B01AB11BQY/ref=sr_1_19?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-19&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Breaking-Freedom-Bondage-Generational-ebook/dp/B00C8WS514/ref=sr_1_25?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-25&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Breaking-Freedom-Bondage-Generational-ebook/dp/B00C8WS514/ref=sr_1_25?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-25&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Breaking-Freedom-Bondage-Generational-ebook/dp/B00C8WS514/ref=sr_1_25?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454572507&sr=1-25&keywords=generational+curses
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White,20 Joel Osteen21 (though he speaks of generational blessings since saying anything sounding 
remotely negative results in Osteen going into anaphylactic shock),  and the list sadly goes on and on. 

What’s worse is that these ideas have penetrated into non-Charismatic circles too.  One of the most 
well-known books touching on Generational Curse theology would be Neil T. Anderson’s The Bondage 
Breaker.22  Martin Bubeck teaches Generational Curse theology and his work is strangely endorsed by 
Chip Ingram and Warren Wiersbe…guys who you’d think would seriously know better!).23   

Before his church went full Chernobnyl, even Mark Driscoll taught Generational Curse theology too (but 
the Mars Hill church website, and all contents therein, are now wiped from existence, though 
remnants still remain…).24 

This teaching runs wild all over Africa, with prosperity hucksters like David Oyedepo being both open 
and proud about it.25  Enoch Adeboye (general overseer of one of the largest denominations in the 
world; The Redeemed Christian Church of God) also is a rather blatant promoter of Generational Curse 
theology.26  TB Joshua likewise teaches rather openly the subject.27  

Sadly, those men are of no small impact on the continent of Africa. 

Speaking of men of no small impact, Chris Hodges and the Church of the Highlands (one of the fastest 
growing churches in the United States) teach Generational Curse theology too.28 They’re one of the 
innumerable churches, many of which are large and influential, that peddle this garbage.   

 
15 
http://www.derekprince.org/Articles/1000133165/DPM_US/Resources/Word_from_the/Full_Page_Documents/Br
eaking_Generational_Curses.aspx  
16 http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Generational-Curses-Marilyn-Hickey/dp/1577944232/sr=1-
1/qid=1157901906/ref=pd_bbs_1/104-7459183-2095145?ie=UTF8&s=books  
17 http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Generational-Curses-Joyce-
Meyer/dp/B000NZQJAW/ref=sr_1_28?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460880749&sr=1-
28&keywords=generational+curses  
18 https://www.twr360.org/programs/33/series_id,2334  
19 http://anointedtube.com/video/4810/creflo-dollar-redemption-the-answer-to-generational-curses-june-99-/  
20 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_qBJuzOTkQ  
21 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29rusD75w4s  
22 http://www.amazon.com/Bondage-Breaker-Overcoming-Negative-
Irrational/dp/0736918140/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8  
23 http://www.amazon.com/Overcoming-Adversary-Warfare-Praying-
Activity/dp/0802403336/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1460882748&sr=8-3-fkmr0&keywords=Martin+Bubeck  
24 http://www.patheos.com/blogs/warrenthrockmorton/2014/06/24/mars-hill-churchs-demon-trials-mental-
illness-considered-sign-of-demonic-involvement-along-with-pedophilia-and-habitual-lying/  
25 http://www.abidingtv.com/2015/07/breaking-generational-curses-by-bishop.html  
26 http://www.gospelhotspot.net/breaking-generational-curses-pastor-e-a-adeboye-open-heavens-842015/  
27 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wgp-I6BVHU  
28 
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2vNbQxK
3MAhWC0h4KHaDpASIQFgg4MAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2F7e5d08f47676fbb56265-

http://www.derekprince.org/Articles/1000133165/DPM_US/Resources/Word_from_the/Full_Page_Documents/Breaking_Generational_Curses.aspx
http://www.derekprince.org/Articles/1000133165/DPM_US/Resources/Word_from_the/Full_Page_Documents/Breaking_Generational_Curses.aspx
http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Generational-Curses-Marilyn-Hickey/dp/1577944232/sr=1-1/qid=1157901906/ref=pd_bbs_1/104-7459183-2095145?ie=UTF8&s=books
http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Generational-Curses-Marilyn-Hickey/dp/1577944232/sr=1-1/qid=1157901906/ref=pd_bbs_1/104-7459183-2095145?ie=UTF8&s=books
http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Generational-Curses-Joyce-Meyer/dp/B000NZQJAW/ref=sr_1_28?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460880749&sr=1-28&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Generational-Curses-Joyce-Meyer/dp/B000NZQJAW/ref=sr_1_28?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460880749&sr=1-28&keywords=generational+curses
http://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Generational-Curses-Joyce-Meyer/dp/B000NZQJAW/ref=sr_1_28?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460880749&sr=1-28&keywords=generational+curses
https://www.twr360.org/programs/33/series_id,2334
http://anointedtube.com/video/4810/creflo-dollar-redemption-the-answer-to-generational-curses-june-99-/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_qBJuzOTkQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29rusD75w4s
http://www.amazon.com/Bondage-Breaker-Overcoming-Negative-Irrational/dp/0736918140/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
http://www.amazon.com/Bondage-Breaker-Overcoming-Negative-Irrational/dp/0736918140/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
http://www.amazon.com/Overcoming-Adversary-Warfare-Praying-Activity/dp/0802403336/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1460882748&sr=8-3-fkmr0&keywords=Martin+Bubeck
http://www.amazon.com/Overcoming-Adversary-Warfare-Praying-Activity/dp/0802403336/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1460882748&sr=8-3-fkmr0&keywords=Martin+Bubeck
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/warrenthrockmorton/2014/06/24/mars-hill-churchs-demon-trials-mental-illness-considered-sign-of-demonic-involvement-along-with-pedophilia-and-habitual-lying/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/warrenthrockmorton/2014/06/24/mars-hill-churchs-demon-trials-mental-illness-considered-sign-of-demonic-involvement-along-with-pedophilia-and-habitual-lying/
http://www.abidingtv.com/2015/07/breaking-generational-curses-by-bishop.html
http://www.gospelhotspot.net/breaking-generational-curses-pastor-e-a-adeboye-open-heavens-842015/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wgp-I6BVHU
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2vNbQxK3MAhWC0h4KHaDpASIQFgg4MAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2F7e5d08f47676fbb56265-01f6c9cd2972bcded0553cee68f1f6c6.r18.cf1.rackcdn.com%2F1737.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGTdQnl2CxeDmExLsV_pgAWAoepXg
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2vNbQxK3MAhWC0h4KHaDpASIQFgg4MAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2F7e5d08f47676fbb56265-01f6c9cd2972bcded0553cee68f1f6c6.r18.cf1.rackcdn.com%2F1737.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGTdQnl2CxeDmExLsV_pgAWAoepXg
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So, let’s take out the trash. 

  

 
01f6c9cd2972bcded0553cee68f1f6c6.r18.cf1.rackcdn.com%2F1737.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGTdQnl2CxeDmExLsV_pgAW
AoepXg – see pages 8 and 39. 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2vNbQxK3MAhWC0h4KHaDpASIQFgg4MAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2F7e5d08f47676fbb56265-01f6c9cd2972bcded0553cee68f1f6c6.r18.cf1.rackcdn.com%2F1737.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGTdQnl2CxeDmExLsV_pgAWAoepXg
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2vNbQxK3MAhWC0h4KHaDpASIQFgg4MAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2F7e5d08f47676fbb56265-01f6c9cd2972bcded0553cee68f1f6c6.r18.cf1.rackcdn.com%2F1737.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGTdQnl2CxeDmExLsV_pgAWAoepXg
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Chapter 2: The Bible teaches this stuff, right? 
 

Just to review, there are two streams of Generational Curse theology: hard and soft Generational Curse 
theology.  Soft Generational Curse theology involves inherited habitual sins (you tend to copy the sins of 
your parents) but hard Generational Curse theology involves discussion of inherited demons/demonic 
ties/spiritual curses.  For those who are wondering, the difference is important since soft Generational 
Curse theology is just using wrong terms to describe typical Christian experience; it doesn’t take a rocket 
scientist to recognize that children of alcoholics/thieves/whatever are more likely to follow in the 
pattern of the negative example that they’re given.   That’s not really the fight I’m interested in 
pursuing. 

I’m interested in the fight against hard Generational Curse theology; the stuff where people have 
problems or commit sins due to some sort of spiritual baggage or demonic influence in their lives that is 
a result of a relative rather than their own sinful or foolish choices. 

Want an example of just what we’re talking about?   

Linda Godsey, who is the pastor of freedom ministries (in other words, the pastor responsible for 
dealing with generational curses)29 at Gateway Church in Dallas/Ft. Worth, has written a book called 
Origins: How The Choices Of Your Ancestors Affect You Today.30  The pastor there at Gateway Church is 
the noted and shameless prosperity preacher, Robert Morris.  So what sort of stuff does Linda teach at 
Gateway?  Well, if you take a look at the preview of the book, you can read about an example of a 
person being delivered from generational curses on pages 5 and 6.  Godsey writes about an experience 
she had when she was ministering with a woman who had suffered “a number of car accidents,”  “a 
financial crisis” and had a young family member recently being  “diagnosed with a brain tumor.”  As 
Godsey talked with this woman and tried to figure out why all these things were happening, the Lord 
informed Godsey that there was a curse on the woman because her family (back in her country of family 
origin) were known for “horse thievery, stealing and dishonesty of every sort.”  She had to “break any 
generational curse that was passed through her family lineage” because “she was reaping the 
consequences of sin and disobedience sown by her own ancestors.”31 

Judging from the name of the crime, the woman Godsey was dealing with was currently suffering for 
crimes committed over a century ago.  The book doesn’t actually say how far back those ancestors were, 
but “horse thievery” hasn’t been a common crime for quite a while. 

Let’s think about that scenario for a second. 

 
29 See http://gatewaypeople.com/ministries/equip/classes/2014/09/17/generational-iniquity  
30 https://www.amazon.com/Origins-Choices-Ancestors-Affect-
Today/dp/1629985902/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1462165716&sr=1-1 
31 Ibid 

http://gatewaypeople.com/ministries/equip/classes/2014/09/17/generational-iniquity
https://www.amazon.com/Origins-Choices-Ancestors-Affect-Today/dp/1629985902/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1462165716&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Origins-Choices-Ancestors-Affect-Today/dp/1629985902/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1462165716&sr=1-1
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A woman went to see her pastor to find out why she kept smacking into other cars and learned that the 
*real* reason for her constant fender benders was because her ancestors, long before she was born, 
stole horses in Germany. 

I can just imagine how relieved she was to learn that the car accidents weren’t ever her fault.  She 
probably texted her friends the good news while driving home from church. 

So that’s just one concrete example of what’s being taught at one of the largest churches in North 
America; a church with no small influence. 

People like Robert Morris and Linda Godsey would argue that the concept of generational curses 
is unquestionably biblical.  They think that the bible clearly teaches the idea, and they wrangle a number 
of texts for support.  They’re clearly not the only people peddling the idea, but the list of supporting 
texts is relatively common. 

What passages are frequently used to give biblical support to the teaching of generational curses? 

Exodus 20:5-6 – “You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those 
who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.“ 

This is one of the standard Generational Curse theology proof-texts.  The argument here is the sins of a 
parent, or consequences of said sins, are passed on to their children. 

Exodus 34:6-7 – “The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.’ “ 

The idea here is thought to be parallel to Exodus 20:5-6. 

Leviticus 26:39 – “And those of you who are left shall rot away in your enemies’ lands because of their 
iniquity, and also because of the iniquities of their fathers they shall rot away like them.” 

Same idea as the previous two verses: children suffer the consequences of their parents’ sins. 

Numbers 14:18 – “ ‘The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, 
to the third and the fourth generation.’ “ 

This is just Moses quoting God’s statement from Exodus 34:6-7. 

Deuteronomy 5:9-10 – “You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of 
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those who hate me, 10 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.“ 

This is also essentially a restatement of what was said in the Exodus passages. 

Deuteronomy 7:9 – “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generations…” 

Again, this is essentially a restatement of what was said in the Exodus passages. 

Deuteronomy 23:2 – “No one born of a forbidden union may enter the assembly of the Lord. Even to 
the tenth generation, none of his descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord.” 

Again, similar idea.  The child of a forbidden union suffers for the sins of their parents, though some 
make a point of suggesting how Deuteronomy 23 teaches that sexual sins result in worse generational 
curses.  I’ve even seen someone attempt to point out the literal truth of this in discussing how David (2 
Sam. 11:2-4) was ten generations removed from Judah (Gen 38:12-26)  and yet sinned in the same way 
as Judah. 

Judges 3:9 -“But when the people of Israel cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for the 
people of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.“ 

This passage is used to teach that repentance breaks a generational curse (which thereby establishes the 
existence of generational curses). 

1 Samuel 2:27-34 -“And there came a man of God to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Did I 
indeed reveal myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt subject to the house of 
Pharaoh? 28 Did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn 
incense, to wear an ephod before me? I gave to the house of your father all my offerings by fire from 
the people of Israel. 29 Why then do you scorn my sacrifices and my offerings that I commanded for my 
dwelling, and honor your sons above me by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering 
of my people Israel?’ 30 Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I promised that your house and 
the house of your father should go in and out before me forever,’ but now the Lord declares: ‘Far be it 
from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and those who despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your 
father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. 32 Then in distress you will look with 
envious eye on all the prosperity that shall be bestowed on Israel, and there shall not be an old man in 
your house forever. 33 The only one of you whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to 
weep his eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants of your house shall die by the sword of 
men. 34 And this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both 
of them shall die on the same day.” 

This passage is used to teach that Eli’s sons suffered (and died) for his sin. 
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1 Samuel 3:11-14 – “Then the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which 
the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have 
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 And I declare to him that I am about to punish 
his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 
restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned 
for by sacrifice or offering forever.’ “ 

Same as above. 

1 Samuel 12:10-11 -“And they cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have 
forsaken the Lord and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But now deliver us out of the hand of 
our enemies, that we may serve you.’ 11 And the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and 
Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived in safety.” 

This passage is also used to teach that repentance breaks a generational curse, thereby establishing 
their existence. 

Nehemiah 1:5-6 – “And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and 
your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the 
people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against 
you. Even I and my father’s house have sinned.” 

The idea here is pointing out the importance of repenting for the sins of previous generations. 

Proverbs 13:22 – “A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children…” 

This passage is used to teach that children gain a generational blessing from righteous parents and thus, 
it is argued, the opposite is also true. 

Lamentations 5:7 – “Our fathers sinned, and are no more; and we bear their iniquities.” 

General idea is that the children suffer because the parents sinned. 

Ezekiel 18:2-3 -“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares the Lord God, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.” 

This passage is sometimes used to teach that generational curses were broken, but only for Israel (in the 
time of Ezekiel). 

Jeremiah 14:20 – “We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord, and the iniquity of our fathers, for we have 
sinned against you.” 

This passage, like the Nehemiah passage, points out the importance of repenting of the sins of one’s 
predecessors as part of breaking a generational curse. 
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Jeremiah 31:29-30 – “In those days they shall no longer say: “‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,  and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 30 But everyone shall die for his own iniquity. Each man who eats 
sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge.” 

This passage is similarly used to teach that generational curses were broken, but only for Israel (in the 
time of Jeremiah). 

Jeremiah 32:18 – “You show steadfast love to thousands, but you repay the guilt of fathers to their 
children after them, O great and mighty God, whose name is the Lord of hosts…” 

This is another variation of what’s said in Exodus 34:5-6 with similar ramifications. 

Lamentations 5:7 – “Our fathers sinned, and are no more; and we bear their iniquities.” 

This passage is used to prove that children suffer for the sins of their parents. 

Daniel 9:16 – “O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away 
from your city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, 
Jerusalem and your people have become a byword among all who are around us.“ 

Like the passages in Nehemiah and Jeremiah, this passage is often argued to point to the necessity of 
breaking generational curses by repenting of the sins of one’s predecessors. 

Matthew 27:24-25 – “So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s 
blood; see to it yourselves.’25 And all the people answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ “ 

This passage is used to suggest that the idea of generational curses was well known to the people of 
Jesus’ day, and in their frenzied insanity, the crowd at Jesus’ trial willfully took on a generational curse. 

So that sums up the typical passages used to argue that the Bible teaches the idea of generational 
curses.  In reality, there’s one major text that’s restated multiple times (Ex. 20:5-6) and a handful of 
rather questionable texts that, at best, allude to the idea. 

So, let’s take that long list of text and organize them into something a little more manageable.  
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Chapter 3: Properly Organizing the Biblical Texts 
 

I imagine that the long list of texts in the previous chapter seems like a daunting hill to climb, and 
besides: haven’t others done that work already? 

Well, surprisingly few have taken the subject on with any sort of serious response. 

Interestingly, the Assemblies of God actually have a refreshingly good, albeit short, response to the 
problem of generational curses…but it doesn’t really even attempt to deal with all the passages in 
question.32  It seems like more of a dismissal rather than a rebuttal, and one has to wonder why is 
appears that many AOG pastors don’t care much about what the AOG theologians have to say. 

There are also other folks that have attempted a response to Generational Curse theology. 

Hank Hanegraaf has a confusing response (why positively mention inherited sin & Rom 5:12-21 in an 
article rebutting generational curses without explaining the difference?).33 

John Piper has an uncharacteristically weak response, where he pits one batch of inspired texts against 
another and then simply trumps the texts he doesn’t like with a greater number of texts that he does 
like.34  I cannot think of any other issue where he does that so blatantly.  This type of article gives 
struggling readers the impression that the Bible doesn’t have a consistent and unified teaching on the 
subject and makes sorting through the issue seem absurdly difficult. 

The best response I’ve read online is Bob DeWaay’s response.35  It’s good and true, but not necessarily 
thorough enough.  I don’t want to see Generational Curse theology rebutted with some vague 
theological principles or a few contrary proof-texts.  I want to see it ground into dust and then 
torched…because it’s such utterly damnable and life destroying heresy.  In order to grind and torch, one 
should respond to the main exegetical support and then give a positive exegetical treatment of the 
subject.  So in preparation to do that, I’m going to organize the common proof-texts by category and 
address them categorically.  Here’s the common texts used to support Generational Curse theology: 

Category 1: God directly visits the iniquity of the fathers on the children: Ex. 20:5-6, 34:6-7; Num. 
14:18; Deut. 5:9-10, 7:9; Jer. 32:18. 

Category 2: Children indirectly suffer for the sins of their fathers: Lev. 26:39:  Deut. 23:2; 1 Sam 2:27-
34, 3:11-14; Lam. 5:7; Matt. 27:24-25. 

Category 3: Generational curses are broken by “calling out” to the Lord: Judg. 3:9; 1 Sam. 12:10-11. 

 
32 http://ag.org/top/beliefs/topics/sptlissues_generational_curse.cfm  
33 http://www.equip.org/article/are-generational-curses-biblical/  
34 http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/can-my-life-be-plagued-by-generational-sins-hexes-or-curses  
35 http://cicministry.org/commentary/issue68.htm  

http://ag.org/top/beliefs/topics/sptlissues_generational_curse.cfm
http://www.equip.org/article/are-generational-curses-biblical/
http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/can-my-life-be-plagued-by-generational-sins-hexes-or-curses
http://cicministry.org/commentary/issue68.htm
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Category 4: A person needs to repent of the sins of their predecessors: Neh. 1:5-6; Jer. 14:20; Dan. 
9:16. 

Category 5: Children are blessed for the righteousness of their fathers: Prov. 13:22. 

Category 6: Generational curses were broken, at specific times in the past, for Israel: Ez. 18:2-3; Jer. 
31:29-30. 

I apologize to those of you who think I’m going a little overboard, but the difference between passionate 
opinion and biblical conviction is doing the necessary work.   There are lots of people who label things as 
“unbiblical,” but that sadly means nothing these days.   Most of the time, people who call something 
“unbiblical” will follow up that sort of broad statement with a list of loosely-related-to-the-topic verses 
as if that is a sufficient rebuttal, without positively showing what those verses prove.  The internet is full 
of people who produce lists of verses to show how their insane ideas are apparently found in the 
Bible.  What the internet is not full of is people who have passionate conviction born from carefully 
sorting through all the relevant scripture in order to come to a comprehensively biblical and exegetical 
conviction. 

Well, that’s exactly what I’m going to try to accomplish.  I want to touch every text and categorically 
dismantle Generational Curse theology.  For those of you who face this theological trash (and 
it’s everywhere), this won’t necessarily be light reading, but I definitely hope that this will become a 
resource that you return to in the future.   
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Chapter 4: Category 1 Texts 
 

Well, you’ve got this far so let’s keep going! 

I also know that the large list of texts, and six categories of texts, is probably intimidating, but I promise 
you that we can deal with every single text in only a few more pages.  Seeing that the category 1 texts 
are the most widely used texts to establish Generational Curse theology, I’m going to spend the most 
amount of time on the category 1 texts.  

This will be a bit of an undertaking, but I’m confident you can stomach it! 

Category 1: God directly visits the iniquity of the fathers on the children: Ex. 20:5-6, 34:6-7; Num. 
14:18; Deut. 5:9-10, 7:9; Jer. 32:18. 

Ex. 20:5-6 – This is one of the main texts that Generational Curse theology defenders rally to their 
defense.  Here’s the passage with its surrounding context: 

4 You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow 
down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. –
 Exodus 20:4-6 

Let’s make a few observations: 

a. Verse 4 is specifically addressing idolatry, and not some sort of “idolatry of the heart.” That would 
be addressed in the previous command of vs. 3: “You shall have no other gods before me.”  This is 
clearly talking about using physical objects, made by human hands, as some sort of recipient of worship, 
devotion or service…even if they’re claimed to be representative of Yahweh himself.  That’s made clear 
with the exceedingly broad language of vs. 4 (“anything that is in heaven above…earth beneath…the 
water under the earth”).  God responds aggressively against the crafting and worship of physical idols. 

The scope and reason for this command is given in verses 5 and 6. 

b. The importance is the contrast between verses 5-6, not the amount of generations. The scope of the 
command in vs. 4 is made clear in the first clause: “you shall not bow down to them or serve them.”  The 
reason for this command is given in the rest of verses 5-6. The reason is that God is an exceedingly 
jealous God.  That’s not saying that he’s some petty teenager who pouts when someone doesn’t pay 
attention to him.  Rather, its to say that God’s honor is violated when people wrongly ascribe the 
blessings he provides to someone else.  He is the source of all the blessings that people receive, and he 
rightly deserves the credit for those vast and innumerable blessings. 

Now, let’s look at the specific contrast. 
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The idea in 20:5 isn’t that God causes great-grandchildren to receive punishment for their great-
grandparents’ sins (especially due to some sort of demons that are passed down “genetically” or 
“genealogically” or something idiotically pagan like that).  That seems obvious because the following 
20:6 says “but showing steadfast love to thousands” with “thousands” being shorthand for “thousands 
of generations”…and if that’s true, can you think of any Christian parents who have kids have 
abandoned the Lord? 

Yes? 

“Thousands” of generations are a lot of generations…like a lot.  Like enough to take us back to Adam and 
Eve. 

It that’s the case and 20:5 is a promise regarding the inevitability of punishment for the grandchildren of 
sinners, 20:6 is an obvious lie because it’s an equally clear promise for smooth sailing…for “thousands” 
of generations flowing from any faithful believer.  20:6 would seem to teach, rather plainly, that anyone 
who’s ever been faithful in all of history would inescapably produce a long line of saints…right? 

Neither verse is a guarantee of anything of the sort, and if anyone wants to make the point that “nobody 
ever could love God or keep his commandments”, I’d point them to Ps. 119:47-48.  That’s a passage 
where David claims (in inspired scripture) that he does, and look what happened to his family line? 

So what is Ex. 20:5-6 saying then?  Exodus 20:5 is teaching that God passionately responds against sin, 
yes.  He responds to wickedness with a severity that affects one’s progeny, sure.  The Old Testament is 
full of dead bodies that can testify to that reality.  But, that’s not the point at all.  Not only does Yahweh 
respond aggressively against sin, but he’s over and exceedingly more passionate in his blessing of 
righteousness. 

The “those who hate me” in 20:5 is paralleled with “those who keep my commandments” in 
20:6.  Because of God’s exceedingly abundant blessing available to “those who keep my 
commandments”, he’s the one who Israel should worship.  He’s an absolute fountain of blessing, and all 
the deities of the pagan nations that surrounded Israel simple falsely claim his blessings as coming from 
them. 

Remember, 20:5-6 is the reason that Israel shouldn’t commit idolatry, as defined in 20:4 and the first 
clause of 20:5.  20:5-6 is the logical reason undercutting Israel’s desire to commit idolatry.  If you want 
blessings (i.e. kids or crops), you attempt to honor the one who made the trees (Yahweh), rather than 
the one who is made from trees (the Ba’als, Asherah, Chemosh, Molech, Tammuz, Dagon, 
etc.).  It seems like something that doesn’t need to be said, but sinful people tend to need warnings 
against doing things that are clearly stupid. 

c. Hypothetically speaking, even if the generational curse proponents were correct, one needs to pay 
attention to the active agent of cursing and blessing.  In Ex. 20:5-6, who’s the one doing the cursing? 

God. 
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Who’s the one doing the blessing? 

Also, God. 

So…the people who hold to Generational Curse theology are so blatantly twisting scripture that they 
don’t even pay attention to the surface reading of the very verses they cite repeatedly. 

I mean really.  If God Almighty has brought a curse on someone, who’s going to make him stop?  Oh, 
I already know what the Generational Curse theology proponents say.  They tend to say something along 
the lines of “Only God can make it stop since God brought it, and he does that by the means he’s 
outlined in Scripture: calling out and confessing the sins of one’s ancestors”. 

We’ll have to wait a little while to show why this idea is in serious error, but we’ll get there when we 
address the texts in category 3, 4 and 5. 

Next. 

Ex. 34:6-7 – This is one of the other main texts that Generational Curse theology defenders rally to their 
defense.  Here’s the passage with its surrounding context: 

6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third 
and the fourth generation.”- Exodus 34:6-7 

Let’s make a few observations: 

a.  The concept of visiting iniquity of the fathers on the children is still there, but this passage is clearly 
focusing on the aspect of blessings.  God proclaims his own glory and opens with what he wants 
to emphasize: he talks about how he’s a God of mercy, grace, patience, steadfast love, faithfulness, 
forgiveness, but also serious justice.  Just for the record, he’s 6-to-1 on the positive attributes and 250-
to-1 on the amount of time he radiates the positive stuff forth.  The idea is not so much the math as it is 
the vast gap of the comparison. 

Yahweh is a veritable tsunami of blessing.  He is an unending fountain of mercy, grace, patience, 
steadfast love, faithfulness and forgiveness…but not a blind or naive one.  If you make him your enemy, 
you’ll discover that he’s not someone to be trifled with. 

b.  Num. 14:13-24 (and Num. 14:18 is another one of the common supporting texts) is actually Moses’ 
and God’s own commentary on his understanding of what God said in Ex. 34:6-7 (and Ex. 20:4-
6).  Moses understood that God was known as a forgiving God, hence in Num. 14:17 Moses asked God 
to show forth the power (and character) he claimed to have in Ex. 34:6-7.  In Num. 14:19Moses asks 
God to do the thing that sets him apart from all his competitors: forgive the sins of this intransigent 
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people “according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just as you have forgiven this people, from 
Egypt until now.” 

Deut. 5:9-10, 7:9; Jer. 32:18 – Considering that these are all various texts simply restating what was said 
in Exodus, I’d say that the previously stated refutations apply here.  Just to be sure, here are all three 
passages (set within a little context): 

You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 9 You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. –
 Deuteronomy 5:8-10 

Deuteronomy 5:10 is a verbatim quote of Exodus 20:6, which makes sense seeing that it’s a 
restatement of the same law.  Then, two chapters over comes Deuteronomy 7:9. 

 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love 
on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves 
you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out 
with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generations, 10 and repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be 
slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. – Deuteronomy 7:7-10 

Deut. 7:9 seems to be a loose restatement of Ex. 34:6-7.  It’s very interesting how Deut. 7:10 says that 
God “repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them.”  That’s Deuteronomy’s parallel to 
“visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children.”  It seems that the thrust 
of Deuteronomy is one of “repaying him to his face” since it’s said twice in one verse.  There’s a shift of 
focus in Deuteronomy’s restatement of the principle, but it is a shift that actually points away 
from Generational Curse theology.  God doesn’t repay the enemies of his children; he repays his 
enemies to their face. 

The last passages is Jer. 32:18.  Let us place the verse within the greater passage since it’s quite 
informative. 

17 ‘Ah, Lord God! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by 
your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you. 18 You show steadfast love to thousands, but 
you repay the guilt of fathers to their children after them, O great and mighty God, whose name 
is the Lord of hosts, 19 great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are open to all the ways 
of the children of man, rewarding each one according to his ways and according to the fruit of 
his deeds. 20 You have shown signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, and to this day in Israel and 
among all mankind, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day. 21 You brought your 



17 
 

people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs and wonders, with a strong hand and 
outstretched arm, and with great terror. 22 And you gave them this land, which you swore to 
their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey. 23 And they entered and took 
possession of it. But they did not obey your voice or walk in your law. They did nothing of all you 
commanded them to do. Therefore you have made all this disaster come upon them. – Jeremiah 
32:17-23 

Let’s make some observations again: 

a. The contrast in vs. 18 is highly important.  As in many of the previous passages, God’s steadfast love 
is contrasted with his repayment of guilt, but the point made in the passage is found in the vast gap 
between the two.  God shows “steadfast love to thousands”, and in the context the term “thousands” is 
shorthand for “thousands of generations.”  Only after that is the statement made about repaying “the 
guilt of fathers to their children after them.” 

As I said before, Yahweh is a veritable tsunami of blessing, but not an endless or naive one.  Those who 
oppose or rebel against him suffer horribly. 

b. If Jer. 32:18 is taken as teaching a generational curse, the verse that immediately follows blatantly 
shows the error of that understanding.  If a person ignored the refutation of all the preceding 
misinterpreted passages and hung on Jer. 32:18 alone, they would think that they had a clear passage 
teaching Generational Curse theology.  After all, 32:18 says “you repay the guilt of fathers to their 
children after them.”  That sounds like children being repaid for the actions of their fathers, right? 

Not so fast.  Jer. 32:19 immediately derails that idea when it describes Yahweh as he “whose eyes are 
open to all the ways of the children of man, rewarding each one according to his ways and according to 
the fruit of his deeds.”  That’s also a clear statement, and unless one’s willing to suggest that Jeremiah 
contradicted himself in the following verse, a person should refrain from taking 32:18 as a 
straightforward statement about generational punishment.  There’s a hermeneutical principle that 
applies here: It’s always best to assume that the Biblical writers were smarter than your average sheriff 
from an 80’s sitcom. 

c. Jer. 32:20-23 explains the statements of 32:18-19.  God has indeed blessed Israel, giving them the 
land that he had swore to give to their forefathers (32:19-22), but they “did nothing of all you 
commanded them to do. Therefore you have made all this disaster come upon them” (32:23).  God has 
indeed seen what Israel has done and has judged their actions accordingly.  The children suffered for the 
sins of their fathers in the sense of having to endure the punishment of their fathers, certainly, but the 
children weren’t directly punished for the sins of their fathers. 

So there you have it; those are some of the most frequent texts used to support Generational Curse 
theology.  I hope I’ve given a little help to you, my readers, in understanding and articulating why those 
texts teach nothing of the sort.  Now, you’ve survived the hardest part!  Congratulations! 
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Chapter 5: Category 2 and 3 Texts 
 

In the previous chapter, we looked at the main supporting texts for Generational Curse theology from 
category 1: texts that are argued to teach that God directly visits the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children.  That list covered the main and most typical biblical texts used to promote Generational Curse 
theology, so that post will be the largest and most in depth of this series.  Still, there are several 
secondary supporting texts that need to be dealt with. 

Let’s do that now since Generational Curse theology is a false theology that needs to be replaced with 
proper biblical theology.  That involves clarifying the meaning, and underlying theology, of more than a 
biblical text or two. 

Category 2: Children indirectly suffer for the sins of their fathers: Lev. 26:39; Deut. 23:2; 1 Sam 2:27-
34, 3:11-14; Lam. 5:7; Matt. 27:24-25. 

Lev. 26:39 – The idea here is that apparently Israel would suffer for their father’s sins if they disobeyed 
the Lord. 

And those of you who are left shall rot away in your enemies’ lands because of their iniquity, 
and also because of the iniquities of their fathers they shall rot away like them. – Leviticus 26:39 

Let’s make some observations: 

a. This is part of a longer section.  The section is Lev. 26:14-45, and it’s talking about the punishments 
that Israel will face if they don’t obey the Lord and keep the law.  In that context, it becomes clear that 
the entire section is talking about the punishments that the disobedient will face, in their lifetimes.  It 
would be strange if the entire thrust of the section changed, but only for a single verse, and then went 
back to what it was saying.  A good hermeneutical rule that would apply here is this: 

When in doubt, it’s best to assume that biblical writers didn’t have attention problems. 

In other words, Biblical writers don’t tend to change topics for 3 seconds and then keep going with a 
previous discussion.  That’s possible, but that’s certainly not typical. 

b. The surface reading of the text doesn’t say what some claim.  The first half of the verse says that 
those who are punished will be punished “because of their iniquity”.  The second half of the verse adds 
to that statement; it doesn’t contradict it.  I’d suggest that it’s not saying that those who are punished 
receive punishment for their sins and the sins of others, but rather that those who commit the same sins 
as their fathers will receive the same punishment that their fathers’ received.   The main problem here is 
the word “because”, which isn’t in the Hebrew but is rather inferred by translators. 

Deut. 23:2 – This text is taken to teach a universal principle that children suffer for their parents sins; 
specifically their forbidden marriages. 
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No one born of a forbidden union may enter the assembly of the Lord. Even to the tenth 
generation, none of his descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord. – Deuteronomy 23:2 

Let’s make some observations: 

a. This is indeed a case of children being excluded from the religious life of Israel on the basis of who 
their ancestors were.  That much is true. 

b. The confusion disappears when one does what needs to be done on any problematic text: read the 
surrounding text.  The previous verse comments on those who cannot enter the assembly of the Lord 
because they’re emasculated.  The following 5 verses comment on those who cannot enter the 
assembly of the Lord for ten generations due to who their parents were (vs.3-6) and those who cannot 
enter the assembly of the Lord for three generations due to who their parents were (vs.7-8). 

The surrounding passages make it clear that the both the penalty and the group being penalized 
are specific.   The Ammonites and Moabites, including their offspring unto the tenth generation, cannot 
enter the assembly “because they did not meet you with bread and with water on the way, when you 
came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of 
Mesopotamia, to curse you” (23:4).  This is a highly specific prohibition against a specific group of people 
for a specific reason, not a general principle of life.  This was also a historically isolated 
prohibition.  Unless you’re of Ammonite/Moabite descent and are unfathomably old, as in “old” on the 
level of someone who runs around having sword fights in parking garages that result in mediocre 80’s 
lightning effects, this cannot possibly apply to you. 

1 Sam. 2:27-34 – This text is also taken to teach a universal principle that children suffer for their 
parent’s sins using the example of Eli and his two boys. 

27 And there came a man of God to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Did I indeed reveal 
myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt subject to the house of 
Pharaoh? 28 Did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, 
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? I gave to the house of your father all my offerings 
by fire from the people of Israel. 29 Why then do you scorn my sacrifices and my offerings that I 
commanded for my dwelling, and honor your sons above me by fattening yourselves on the 
choicest parts of every offering of my people Israel?’ 30 Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, 
declares: ‘I promised that your house and the house of your father should go in and out before 
me forever,’ but now the Lord declares: ‘Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, 
and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are coming when I will 
cut off your strength and the strength of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old 
man in your house. 32 Then in distress you will look with envious eye on all the prosperity that 
shall be bestowed on Israel, and there shall not be an old man in your house forever. 33 The only 
one of you whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to weep his eyes out to grieve 
his heart, and all the descendants of your house shall die by the sword of men. 34 And this that 
shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of them 
shall die on the same day. – 1 Samuel 2:27-34. 
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Let’s make some observations: 

a.  Eli’s whole household was wicked. Hophni and Phineas were wicked lads. 1 Sam. 2:12-17 talks about 
how Hophni and Phineas would abuse the altar of the Lord and take the best meat for themselves. 1 
Sam. 2:22-25 comments about how Hophni and Phineas used to take sexual advantage of when women 
who served in the tent of meeting.  1 Sam 2:17 reads “the sin of the young men was very great in the 
sight of the Lord, for the men treated the offering of the Lord with contempt” and 1 Sam. 2:25 reads “it 
was the will of the Lord to put them to death.”  Those two clowns weren’t innocent lads being punished 
for the sins of their father.  They were wicked men who, along with their wicked father, had made 
themselves enemies of God and were about to get what they had coming. 

b.  Eli’s sin was letting his sons get away with their wickedness. 1 Sam. 2:29 contains God’s 
condemnation of Eli.  God stated clearly that “do you scorn my sacrifices and my offerings that I 
commanded for my dwelling, and honor your sons above me by fattening yourselves on the choicest 
parts of every offering of my people Israel.” Eli got exceedingly fat by partaking in his son’s sins (1 Sam. 
4:18), and the Lord had decided to get rid of Eli’s entire family line and “raise up for myself a faithful 
priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind” (1 Sam. 2:35). 

1 Sam 3:11-14 – This  passage is God telling Samuel what he plans to do to Hophni, Phineas, and the 
house of Eli.  The arguments above apply equally here.  Rather than teaching that Hophni and Phineas 
suffered for their father’s sins, God clarifies the situation when he says “I declare to him that I am about 
to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and 
he did not restrain them” (1 Sam. 3:13). 

Lam. 5:7 – This is taken as a straightforward statement on children being punished for their parents’ sin. 

“Our fathers sinned, and are no more; and we bear their iniquities.” – Lamentations 5:7 

Let’s make some observations: 

a.  Once again, reading the surrounding text clarifies matters. Jeremiah writes as if he were all Israel, 
commenting on their current state.  He writes that their inheritance is gone (v.2),  they’re orphans 
(v.3),  they have to buy water and wood (v.4),  they’re constantly pursued (v.5), they’ve been forced to 
buy food from Egypt and Assyria (v.6), they’re being ruled over by slaves (v.8), their lives are in danger 
while farming (v.9), they’re having a famine (v.10), their woman are raped (v.11), there is no leadership 
at all (v.12), they’re made slaves (v.13), all wisdom and joy is gone (v.14-15).  Then, at the end of the 
long list cataloguing their suffering, Jeremiah writes “The crown has fallen from our head; woe to us, for 
we have sinned!” (v.16) and shows that Israel isn’t an innocent victim in this all. 

b.  There’s a simple solution.  Lamentations 5:7 doesn’t mean that the children, who are living under the 
results of their parent’s rebellion, are innocent.  That’s clarified by Lam. 5:16.  The whole point of 
Generational Curse theology is that children are punished for a crime they didn’t commit. 

That is definitely not the case here. 
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Matt. 27:24-25 – This is the apparently the Jews willfully taking a generational curse upon themselves. 

“So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to 
it yourselves.’ 25 And all the people answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ ” –
 Matthew 27:24-25 

Let’s make some observations: 

a.  This text doesn’t even teach generational curse theology on the surface. Even if Generational Curse 
theology were true (and it isn’t), this text, at best, loosely alludes to it.  The fact that the Jews cried out 
“His blood be on us and on our children!” doesn’t mean that they could somehow willfully curse their 
children by killing Jesus.  Their desire to do something doesn’t mean that they were actually able to do 
so. 

b.  The text isn’t saying that they wanted to curse their kids.  The people cried out for the blood of 
Jesus, and willfully wanted to bear responsibility for his death.  They wanted him dead so bad they 
would willingly and consciously commit murder, and that’s what they were saying.  They were telling 
Pilate, “even if you are innocent of this man’s blood, we don’t want to be!” 

Now let’s tackle the category 3 texts! 

****** 

Category 3: Generational curses are broken by “calling out” to the Lord: Judg. 3:9; 1 Sam. 12:10-11. 

Judg. 3:9  – This text is taken to say that people called out to the Lord and a generational curse was 
broken. 

“But when the people of Israel cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for the 
people of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.” – Judges 
3:9 

Let’s make some observations: 

a.  Once again, reading the surrounding text clarifies matters (this seems to be a theme). In Judges 3:9, 
the people were suffering for the sin they committed. Judges 3:7-8 states “And the people of Israel did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord. They forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals and the 
Asheroth. Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of 
Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia. And the people of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight 
years.”  So even if curses were lifted by crying out to the Lord, this text isn’t an example of 
a generational curse. 

b.  This is a pattern in Judges.  The book of Judges has a simple pattern in it: 
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1) Israel rebels against the Lord and forsakes him for pagan gods (Judges 3:7, 3:12, 4:1, 6:1, 10:6, 13:1, 
17:1-13, 19:1-24), then 

2) God sends someone to oppress Israel (Judges 3:8, 3:12-14,  4:2, 6:2-6, 10:7-9, 13:1, 18:1-27; 19:25-
28), then 

3) Israel cries out to the Lord (Judges 3:9, 3:15, 4:3, 6:7, 10:10-18, [in 19:29-20:22, Israel essentially cries 
out to themselves for justice, which shows just how far gone they are as a rebellious nation]), then 

4) God sends a deliverer (Judges 3:9-11, 3:15-30, 4:4-24, 6:8-8:35, 11:1-12:7, 13:2-16:31, 18:28-31, 
20:23-21:25). 

None of the oppression and suffering in Judges happens because of the sin of someone else; the people 
of Israel suffer due to their own rebellion.  People do indeed suffer at the hands of the Lord; he brings 
oppression, discipline, trouble, etc.  Calling out to him in faith and repenting of one’s sin is the only way 
to be reconciled to the Lord and change his posture towards you. 

So yes, calling out does change your situation, but calling out to the Lord doesn’t remove a generational 
curse since people don’t suffer for the sins of another. 

1 Sam. 12:10-11 – This is taken in the same way as the previous text. 

“And they cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have forsaken 
the Lord and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But now deliver us out of the hand of our 
enemies, that we may serve you.’11 And the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and 
Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived in 
safety.” – 1 Samuel 12:10-11 

Let’s make some observations: 

a.  This is just the prophet Samuel recounting the events of the book of Judges. See the entire previous 
discussion. 

b.  context, Context, CONTEXT.  The two preceding verses rule out the possibility of Generational Curse 
theology. 1 Sam. 12:8-9 reads  

“When Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your fathers cried out to 
the Lord and the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made 
them dwell in this place. 9 But they forgot the Lord their God. And he sold them into the hand of 
Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand 
of the king of Moab. And they fought against them.“ 

I’ll anticipate an objection: vs. 8-10 are talking about “your fathers”, and vs. 11 switches to “you”.  Some 
folks might suggest that this is evidence of generational curse language, but it’s worth noticing that it’s 
basically impossible for the “you” to mean “you who hear my voice right now” as opposed to “you, the 
nation of Israel”.  The obvious reason would be that Gideon judged Israel 40 years (Judges 8:28), 



23 
 

Abimelech ruled 3 years (9:22), Tola judged Israel 23 years (10:2), Jair judged Israel 22 years (10:3), Israel 
was oppressed 18 years before Jephthah arose to save them (10:8) and judge Israel 6 years afterwards 
(12:7), Ibzan judged Israel 7 years (12:9), Elon judged Israel 10 years (12:11), Abdon judged Israel 8 years 
(12:14), the Philistines oppressed Israel 40 years (13:1) and Sampson judged Israel 20 years (16:31), and 
that was before Samuel was even born.  Clearly, the people who Samuel was addressing in 1 Sam. 12:10-
11 weren’t 250+ years old.  That means that when Samuel said “And the Lord sent 
Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies” 
(12:11), he wasn’t saying that the people who heard his voice at that moment were the same people 
who were delivered by Gideon and Barak…and himself.  That’s clearly not the case. 

All we’ve got left is the texts in category 4, 5 and 6. 
 
Those will be the quickest and easiest to deal with.  
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Chapter 6: Understanding the rest 
 

For those of you who have endured everything thus far, I applaud your persistence.  This book is not 
necessarily meant to be a “read through to the end” sort of series, but rather a “resource you can use in 
the future” that will deal with a bunch of texts that cover all the main beliefs that make up Generational 
Curse theology.  So even if someone tosses a bunch of verses at you that I haven’t dealt with specifically, 
I’ll have dealt with the concept and will hopefully provide you with a bit of help in sorting through 
that concept. 

Let’s tear down what remains of this paper house. 

Category 4: A person needs to repent of the sins of their predecessors: Neh. 1:5-6; Jer. 14:20; Dan. 
9:16. The supposed story with all three of these texts is that the person in the text had to repent of the 
sins of their forefathers in order to gain some sort of blessing in the present. 

Neh. 1:5-6 

And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and 
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive 
and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night 
for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have 
sinned against you. Even I and my father’s house have sinned. 

Let’s make some quick observations: 

a. The fact that Nehemiah, as a government official, prayer for the nation and took ownership for 
national sins doesn’t even support the premise.  If anything, this passage teaches that national officials 
take national blame for national actions.  This isn’t an individual person being blamed for the sin of an 
individual who preceded him by a few generations.  A parallel would be if a Christian Prime Minister 
repented, on behalf of Canada, for the nationally sponsored abortions that his country has been paying 
for over the years.  Because that Prime Minister actually represents the nation, he can also turn that 
nation away from their national sins (including long-established ones). 

b.  Nehemiah admitted to participating in the sins of his ancestors.  Look at the end of vs. 6. The 
Generational Curse theology idea of “confessing the sins of your ancestors” is not personal identification 
with, and repentance of, the sins of your forefathers that you also commit.  In Generational Curse 
theology, the idea is repenting of sins that your forefathers committed that 
you don’t commit.  Sometimes, it’s even repenting of sins that you didn’t even know your forefathers 
committed. 

c.  Nehemiah doesn’t excuse the sin of his contemporaries on the basis of their forefathers.  In 
Generational Curse theology, a person is said to be sinning essentially against their will.  Someone is a 
drunk in Generational Curse theology, it’s because of the curse, not their willful rebellion.  That’s not 
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saying that Generational Curse theology teaches that people are automatons, but rather that the main 
driving force to committing specific willful sins is one of a generational curse rather than a person’s own 
wicked desires. 

Jer. 14:20 

We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord, and the iniquity of our fathers, for we have sinned 
against you. 

I could say something, but essentially I’d be repeating points (b) and (c) above.  Jeremiah is calling on 
Israel to stop participating in the sins of their forefathers. 

Dan. 9:16 

O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your 
city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, 
Jerusalem and your people have become a byword among all who are around us. 

I could say something, but essentially I’d be repeating points (b) and (c) in my treatment of Nehemiah 
1:5-6.  Daniel is calling on Israel to stop participating in the sins of their forefathers. 

Category 5: Children are blessed for the righteousness of their fathers: Prov. 13:22. 

Prov. 13:22 

A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, 
    but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous. 

Let’s make some quick observations: 

a. This is clearly talking about money. It’s been long enough ago that I don’t even remember where I 
found this passage, except that it was on multiple websites and in multiple books.  Clearly, this isn’t 
talking about transferring spirits, curses, or even spiritual blessings from one generation to another.  It’s 
talking about how the wicked save up money and treasure for other people find and spend.  That’s a 
story we all know too well, at least in its most extreme manifestation… 

Category 6: Generational curses were broken, at specific times in the past, for Israel:Ez. 18:2-3; Jer. 
31:29-30. 

Ez. 18:2-3 

What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares the Lord God, 
this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 

The only thing that I’ll suggest here is that this is a proverb that is wrongfully used in Israel, if one reads 
the rest of Ezekiel 18.  I’ll address that below. 
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Jer. 31:29-30 

In those days they shall no longer say: 

“‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
    and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 

30 But everyone shall die for his own iniquity. Each man who eats sour grapes, his teeth shall be 
set on edge. 

The same scenario that Jeremiah is addressing is the scenario that Ezekiel addressed as well.  Let’s shift 
gears with these two texts that are apparently used to argue that generational curses existed and were 
broken in Israel’s past. 

The Positive Biblical Teaching on Generational Curses 

So far, I’ve been doing a project that has been essentially negative; I’ve been tearing apart all the 
apparent textual support.  I’ve dealt with  Ex. 20:5-6, 34:6-7; Num. 14:18; Deut. 5:9-10, 7:9, Deut. 23:2; 
Judg. 3:9; 1 Sam. 2:27-34, 3:11-14, 12:10-11; Neh. 1:5-6; Prov. 13:22; Jer. 14:20, 32:18;  Lam. 5:7; Dan. 
9:16; Matt. 27:24-25.   With all those texts removed from the foundation of Generational Curse 
theology, there’s no positive reason to believe that the Bible teaches anything close to Generational 
Curse theology.  That’s good, but what’s better is actually realizing that the bible positively 
teaches against Generational Curse theology.  That brings us up to Ezekiel 18 (and tangentially to Jer. 
31:29-30). 

Here's the ESV text of the whole chapter: 
 
The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land 

of Israel: 

“‘The parents eat sour grapes, 

    and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 
3 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in 

Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. 

The one who sins is the one who will die. 

5 “Suppose there is a righteous man 

    who does what is just and right. 
6 He does not eat at the mountain shrines 

    or look to the idols of Israel. 

He does not defile his neighbor’s wife 

    or have sexual relations with a woman during her period. 
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7 He does not oppress anyone, 

    but returns what he took in pledge for a loan. 

He does not commit robbery 

    but gives his food to the hungry 

    and provides clothing for the naked. 
8 He does not lend to them at interest 

    or take a profit from them. 

He withholds his hand from doing wrong 

    and judges fairly between two parties. 
9 He follows my decrees 

    and faithfully keeps my laws. 

That man is righteous; 

    he will surely live, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. 
10 “Suppose he has a violent son, who sheds blood or does any of these other things[a] 11 (though 

the father has done none of them): 

“He eats at the mountain shrines. 

He defiles his neighbor’s wife. 
12 He oppresses the poor and needy. 

He commits robbery. 

He does not return what he took in pledge. 

He looks to the idols. 

He does detestable things. 
13 He lends at interest and takes a profit. 

Will such a man live? He will not! Because he has done all these detestable things, he is to be 

put to death; his blood will be on his own head. 

14 “But suppose this son has a son who sees all the sins his father commits, and though he sees 

them, he does not do such things: 

15 “He does not eat at the mountain shrines 

    or look to the idols of Israel. 

He does not defile his neighbor’s wife. 
16 He does not oppress anyone 

    or require a pledge for a loan. 

He does not commit robbery 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-20860a
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    but gives his food to the hungry 

    and provides clothing for the naked. 
17 He withholds his hand from mistreating the poor 

    and takes no interest or profit from them. 

He keeps my laws and follows my decrees. 

He will not die for his father’s sin; he will surely live. 18 But his father will die for his own sin, 

because he practiced extortion, robbed his brother and did what was wrong among his people. 

19 “Yet you ask, ‘Why does the son not share the guilt of his father?’ Since the son has done what 

is just and right and has been careful to keep all my decrees, he will surely live. 20 The one who 

sins is the one who will die. The child will not share the guilt of the parent, nor will the parent 

share the guilt of the child. The righteousness of the righteous will be credited to them, and the 

wickedness of the wicked will be charged against them. 

21 “But if a wicked person turns away from all the sins they have committed and keeps all my 

decrees and does what is just and right, that person will surely live; they will not die. 22 None of 

the offenses they have committed will be remembered against them. Because of the righteous 

things they have done, they will live. 23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? 

declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live? 

24 “But if a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits sin and does the same 

detestable things the wicked person does, will they live? None of the righteous things that 

person has done will be remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness they are guilty of and 

because of the sins they have committed, they will die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not 

your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits 

sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked 

person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right, 

they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and turn 

away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way 

of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the 

Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your 

downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a 

new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! 
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Let me quickly take you through Ezekiel 18 to see what it says: 

vs. 1-4.  At the time of Ezekiel, there was a proverb that ran rampant throughout Israel.  People would 
blame their trouble on their forefathers, saying “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge” (vs. 2).  God announced, through his prophet, his intent to wipe that proverb out 
in Israel (vs. 3). 

vs. 5-9.  The Lord then speaks through Ezekiel and says that if a man refrains from wickedness and walks 
in uprightness (vs. 5-8), “he shall surely live” (vs. 9). 

vs. 10-13.  The Lord then states that if a righteous man fathers a wicked son (vs. 10-12), that wicked son 
will not be blessed on account of his righteous father.  Rather, “He shall not live. He has done all these 
abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon himself” (vs. 13). 

vs. 14-18.  But, if the tables are turned and a wicked man fathers a son who does not follow in his 
father’s example (vs. 14-17), “he shall not die for his father’s iniquity; he shall surely live” (vs. 17).  His 
father will die for his own sin, but the son will not die on account of the father’s sin (v. 18). 

vs. 19-20.  God explains that the son who does what is right shall live (v. 19) and then God explains the 
overriding principle behind this all: “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of 
the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be 
upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself” (vs. 20).  This is the centerpiece of 
the chapter and the under-riding principle of everything in Ezekiel 18. 

vs. 21-24.  God then explores two hypothetical scenarios.  First, God states that the the wicked man who 
turns from his wickedness will live (vs. 21-22).  Secondly, God states that the righteous man who turns 
from his righteousness will die (v. 23-24). 

vs. 25-29. God then deals with the opposition he receives from Israel.  Israel thought that previous acts 
of righteousness should be called into account when a man turns wicked, but God declared their ideas 
were in error (vs. 25-26).  Also, Israel thought that previous acts of wickedness should be called into 
account when a man turns to righteousness, but God again declared their ideas were in error (v. 27-29). 

V. 30-32. God comes out and clearly states that he will judge “every one according to his ways,” 
therefore “repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin” (v. 30).  The 
important thing is to turn from wickedness now (vs.31) since God doesn’t want anyone to die in their sin 
(v. 32).  The fact that God doesn’t want anyone to die in their sin is the second principle underlying 
what’s going on in Ezekiel 18; this principal is what gives urgency to the application of the truths of the 
passage. 

So what is going on in Ezekiel 18? 
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It seems pretty clear that Israel was in the business of justifying themselves.  They wanted to be able to 
blame their sin on someone else, and parents are an easy and popular scapegoat for disobedience to 
God (v. 1-20).  People have been blaming their parents for their problems for a long, long time. 

As a secondary fall-back, if they couldn’t blame their parents for their sin, Israel wanted to create a 
system of justice/judgment that could be easily manipulated for their benefit (v. 21-29).  If you’re the 
one being judged, you want your righteous deeds to outweigh anything else you’ve 
done.  If someone else is being judged, especially someone you dislike, you want the ability 
to overlook anything else they’ve done. 

In Generational Curse theology, the first issue of blaming something other than oneself for one’s own sin 
is the error.  This is what was happening in v. 1-20 of Ezekiel 18, and this is what is happening 
in Generational Curse theology.  Are you struggling with a relationship, or workplace performance, or 
handling money, or sexual lust? 

Well, it’s likely because of a curse that entered your family line before you were born. 

In other words, it’s not your fault. 

Talk about the #1 best-selling lie of all time. 

Did you punch out that annoying barista who made passive-aggressive judgments about your choice of 
shirt every time you came in? 

It wasn’t your fault. 

It was a generational curse of Violence!36 

Hooray! 

But God says otherwise: “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the 
father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself” (Ezekiel 18:20).  

People don’t suffer for the sins of others.  People suffer the consequences of their own sin, and only 
their own sin. 

But wait!  What about someone who suffers due to demonic spirits, strongholds, sinful habits or other 
miscellaneous “spiritual bondage” that is passed down through their family line? 

This brings up the question of why people commit specific acts of sin.   The Bible is clear on this: 

 
36 Yup, such a thing apparently exists. 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=w1UICgAAQBAJ&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=generational+curse+violence&sou
rce=bl&ots=jCq_nW7F5u&sig=vGb-
dYuNnVh9x4rUXoeM8Uiu6x4&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiVoN75vsHQAhUK6mMKHcNdDX8Q6AEITTAI#v=onepag
e&q=generational%20curse%20violence&f=false  

https://books.google.ca/books?id=w1UICgAAQBAJ&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=generational+curse+violence&source=bl&ots=jCq_nW7F5u&sig=vGb-dYuNnVh9x4rUXoeM8Uiu6x4&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiVoN75vsHQAhUK6mMKHcNdDX8Q6AEITTAI#v=onepage&q=generational%20curse%20violence&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=w1UICgAAQBAJ&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=generational+curse+violence&source=bl&ots=jCq_nW7F5u&sig=vGb-dYuNnVh9x4rUXoeM8Uiu6x4&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiVoN75vsHQAhUK6mMKHcNdDX8Q6AEITTAI#v=onepage&q=generational%20curse%20violence&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=w1UICgAAQBAJ&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=generational+curse+violence&source=bl&ots=jCq_nW7F5u&sig=vGb-dYuNnVh9x4rUXoeM8Uiu6x4&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiVoN75vsHQAhUK6mMKHcNdDX8Q6AEITTAI#v=onepage&q=generational%20curse%20violence&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=w1UICgAAQBAJ&pg=PA116&lpg=PA116&dq=generational+curse+violence&source=bl&ots=jCq_nW7F5u&sig=vGb-dYuNnVh9x4rUXoeM8Uiu6x4&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiVoN75vsHQAhUK6mMKHcNdDX8Q6AEITTAI#v=onepage&q=generational%20curse%20violence&f=false
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– “But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” – James 1:14-15 

– “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience—  among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of 
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” – Ephesians 
2:1-3 

– “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the 
flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to 
each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.” – Galatians 5:16-17 

– “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 
slander.” – Matthew 5:19 

People act on the basis of their sinful desires, and those come from the heart. 

In other words, your sin is always your fault and yours alone. 

After 6 chapters of exploring this subject, I can confidently say that there’s not a single shred of biblical 
evidence to support the idea that anyone, anywhere, ever sins or otherwise has hardship in their life 
because of a generational curse. 

I hope this short exploration of the topic has also proven of some benefit and help to you as well. 
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